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Claes Favors More Air Strikes on Serbs 


LD2605095395 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 0700 GMT 26 May 95 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Bosnian Serbs have 
retaliated in the bloodiest of fashions to yesterday's 
NATO air strikes. [passage omitted] This morning over 
200 Blue Helmets guarding arms dumps in Sarajevo 
found themselves encircled by Serbs. The material 
evidence therefore, points to the Serbs deciding not to 
give in. 

The question that now arises is, what will the UN and 
NATO do next? An early contribution toward an answer 
comes in the form of this reaction from NATO Secretary 
General Willy Claes that we have just received. He does 
not rule out new air raids: 


[Begin recording] [Claes] Do you think that, following 
the NATO raid, we were expecting a message of thanks 
from Mr. Karadzic? Let us be realistic, no. The Serbs 
are well aware that we have reached a turning point, 
and that they must now respond to the peace proposals 
laid on the table months ago by the Contact Group. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Could there be a new raid 
today? 
[Claes] It cannot be ruled out. 


[Correspondent] Will the Serb bombardments of yester- 
day justify a NATO call for a new raid? 


[Claes] If you are asking for my personal opinion, the 
answer is in the affirmative. But, once again, it is now 
up to the UN, both in New York and in Bosnia, to 
decide whether to call upon us to intervene again. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 


Further Air Strikes Possible 
AU2605081195 Paris AFP in English 
0754 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, May 26 (AFP) — 
Bosnian Serb shelling of UN safe areas on Thursday, 
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carried out in retaliation for a NATO airstrike, could 
provoke further attacks by alliance warplanes, NATO 
Secretary General Willy Claes said on Friday. 


"The Serbs must be aware that the repetition of what 
happened on Thursday is not at all ruled out,” Claes 
told Belgian radio. Six NATO warplanes attacked a 
munitions dump near the Bosnian Serb stronghold of 
Pale outside Sarayevo on Thursday. The Serbs retaliated 
by firing shells into five Bosnian towns, killing 65 
people and wounding 115 in the northern Bosnian city 
of Tuzla. 


Claes said the Serb retaliatory attacks justified further 
NATO raids, but added: “This now depends on the UN 
in New York and Bosnia.” 


The NATO chief was also critical of Russian opposition 
to the use of airstrikes. "We were against” the NATO air 
strike, Russian President Boris Yeltsin said in Moscow 
Friday, although he noted that the Bosnian Serbs ‘had 
asked for it.’ [quotation marks as published] 


Late Thursday a Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman 
expressed hope that the UN would show “maximum 
restraint" before resorting to force. “It is a mistake 
to give (Bosnian Serb leader Radovan) Karadzic the 
impression that he can obtain more and we have 
explained that to the Russians,” he said. 


Early Friday, Bosnian Serb forces blockaded all nine 
UN-run Serb heavy weapons collections points, effec- 
tively taking hostage nearly 170 UN troops stationed 
at the various sites, a UN spokeswoman said. Myriam 
Sochaki said there was “no direct threat to the UN sol- 
diers” by the Serb forces who stopped the entrances and 
exits to the sites. 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 

















2 UNITED KINGDOM 


Mayhew: Clinton Hit ‘Right Note’ in Speech 
LD2505185995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1545 GMT 25 May 95 


{By Chris Parkin and lan Graham, PRESS ASSOCIA- 
TION News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] American president Bill 
Clinton today joined calls to Northern Ireland's para- 
military grouns to decommission their arms. He spelled 
out a direct  essage at the Washington conference on 
United States investment in Ireland. 


Mr Clinton declared: “To all who are observing the 
ceasefire I appeal to you to take the next step and begin 
to discuss the serious decommissioning of weapons. 


“Paramilitaries on both sides must get rid of their bombs 
and bullets for good. 


"The spectre of violence that has haunted Ireland must 
be banished once and for all.” 


The president — speaking to Government ministers 
from Britain and Ireland, senior members of his own 
administration and leading Irish and American business- 
men — also called for an end to Northern Ireland's pun- 
ishment beatings and intimidation. He said there had to 
be progress outside the conference rooms. "Violence has 
diminished but it has not disappeared. 


"I call on all those who continue to employ violence 
to end the punishment beatings and the intimidation,” 
added the president. [passage omitted] 


Northern Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew tonight 
welcomed the President's call for the decommissioning 
of terrorist weapons and said he believed it was a 
message that would be heeded. Sir Patrick said the 
speech would be seen as fine by any standards. 


"In the particular context of the arms in Northern Ireland 
I think it will be seen as signalling that there is no 
support anywhere that counts for those who still wish 
to imply, by their possession of armaments, that they 
are prepared once again to use violence if they cannot 
get what they want by democratic process.” 


He said of immediate importance to the Government 
was the demand that violence had got to come to an 
end totally. The president had “struck the right note”. 
The theme of the speech had been “Let us turn the key 
upon history and go forward into new uplands free from 
the burdens of the history of the past”. 





FBIS-WEU-95-102 
26 May 1995 


Major Warns Sinn Fein on Decommissioning 


LD2505153995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1519 GMT 25 May 95 


[By Hamish Macdonell, parliamentary staff, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION News] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The prime minister warned to- 
day that “full-scale political talks” with Sinn Fein would 
be impossible until moves were made to decommission 
arms in Northern Ireland. Mr. Major said during Com- 
mons question time that “practical moves” towards de- 
commissioning arms had to take place before talks with 
Sinn Fein could go any further. 


Earlier Northern Ireland Minister Michael Ancram told 
the House that, .t his own meetings with Sinn Fein and 
at yesterday’s “informal” meeting in Washington be- 
tween Northern Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
and Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams, “we have em- 
phasised our commitment to the peace process and the 
key importance to that process of a substantial decom- 
missioning of illegally held weapons”. 


Mr. Ancram said the creation of jobs and investment in 
Ulster — the purpose behind the conference which took 
Sir Patrick and Mr. Adams to Washington — would best 
be served by the establishment of a permanent peace. 


“In the context of this conference in Washington, I think 
it was proper that Sir Patrick met with Mr. Adams to 
make clear the relationship between peace and economic 
investment and jobs, and to make it clear that the only 
way that peace can be founded soundly is by seeing the 
decommissioning of illegally held arms taking place.” 


Mr. Major underlined this view in answering a challenge 
from the Rev Ian Paisley, Leader of the Democratic 
Unionists. 


Mr. Paisley told the Prime Minister that total decom- 
missioning of arms would mean the security forces and 
police giving up their weapons. 

He said: “I am sure you have noted what the Leader 
of the IRA- Sinn Fein has said, that there cannot be 
any progress towards decommissioning until there is 
complete decommissioning of everyone. 


“That is the surrender of arms by Army and by police 
and by those who have guns to protect themselves. Is 
the Government prepared to negotiate with the leader of 
Sinn Fein on that term?” 


Mr. Major replied: “The best contribution Sinn Fein 
can make to the conference and to Northern Ireland's 


prospects would be to promote peace and therefore to 
secure the decommissioning of the IRA's arms and 


explosives. That remains the Government's position. 
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“And until in these exploratory talks there have been 
practical movements forward in the decommissioning 
of arms, it will not be possible for Sinn Fein to move 
forward to full-scale political talks, either with the 
Government, or I suspect with your party or with any 
other political party in Northern Ireland. 


“That is the point we have repeatedly made to Sinn Fein 
and that remains our position.” 

The prime minister added: “Our objective is to move 
towards taking the gun out of the politics of Northern 
Ireland.” 


— It was later disclosed that the Government will seek 
to keep emergency anti-terrorist powers in Ulster for at 
least one more year. 


Commons Leader Tony Newton announced that the 
House will debate the Northern Ireland (Emergency 
and Prevention of Terrorism Provisions) (Continuance) 
Order on Monday June 12. 


Major Gives ‘Total Support’ for UN Air Strike 


LD2505160095 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1545 GMT 25 May 95 


[By Hamish Macdonell, parliamentary staff, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister today 
declared the Government's “total support” for any 
military action which United Nations commanders on 
the ground decided was necessary in Bosnia. 


His comments at Commons question time came shortly 
before news of a Nato jet strike against a Bosnian Serb 
ammunition dump near their “capital” Pale, after the 
rebel Serbs snubbed a tough UN ultimatum. 


Mr Major warned the deter‘orating situation in the 
region could prevent the UN from continuing its peace- 
keeping and humanitarian task. 


He told MPs: “Ail the parties need to be aware that 
if they continue ground-fighting and accelerate ground- 
fighting, they may well render it impossible for the UN 
Protection Force to satisfactorily carry out the mandate 
they have been given.” 


Mr Major stressed that UNPROFOR commanders had 
the “total support” of the Government and the UN for 
any military action they decided was necessary. 


He added: “We very much wish UNPROFOR to con- 
tinue performing their role.” 


The Prime Minister was responding to Liberal Democrat 
leader Paddy Ashdown, who said the deadline situation 
had reached “a critical moment for the authority of the 
UN and its commanders in Bosnia”. 


UNITED KINGDO™ 3 


He asked Mr Major: “Will you ensure that if our 
commanders on the ground conclude that decisive action 
must be taken, they will receive the full and unswerving 
backing of your Government, but also of the UN in New 
York?” 


The Prime Minister, stressing that full support for the 
UN commanders on the ground had been given by 
ministers and the UN, praised UNPROFOR’s work. 


He added: “I believe that the reason for maintaining a 
force there on the ground remains as compelling today 
as it did in the past. 


“They most assuredly do have our total support.” 


Hurd on Air Str'ke 


LD250518!795 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1736 GMT 25 May 95 


[By Gavin Cordon, political co respondent, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said today Britain “strongly supported” the Nato 
air strikes on Bosnian-Serb positions. 


The attack by jets based in Italy was carried out after 
the Serbs failed to meet a UN ultimatum calling for the 
handover of heavy weapons. 


“We strongly support the operation authorised and 
carried out by the UN and Nato in Bosnia today,” 
Mr Huzd told reporters. “We hope it has its effect of 
bringing the situation back to a greater calm.” 


Mr Hurd said the Government would continue to keep 
the position of British troops serving with the UN in 
Bosnia under review in collaboration with Britain's UN 
allies. “We have to decide whether the risks our men 
are exposed ‘o are outweighed by the good which they 
do,” he said. “That is something which the commanders 
on the ground have weighed very carefully.” 


He said that it would also be a matter for the com- 
manders in Bosnia, including Britain's General Rupert 
Smith, whether there should be further air strikes to- 
morrow if the Serbs fail to meet a second deadline for 
the return of the weapons. 


Mr Hurd dismissed a warning by the Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic that the UN forces in Bosnia 
would be treated as the enemy if air strikes were carried 
out. 


“Mr Karadzic has said a great many foolish things over 
the years. What counts is what happens on the ground,” 
he said. [passage omitted] 
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Six strike aircraft took part in the raid on an ammu- 
nition dump close to the Bosnian-Serb “capital” Pale, 
while several others provided fighter cover and recon- 
naissance. 

A spokeswoman at Nato’s southern headquarters in 
Naples would not identify which countries took part 
in the operation to protect any UN peacekeepers from 
those countries on the ground in Bosnia. However, US 
officials in Washington confirmed that American planes 
had taken part in the operation after flying from a base 
in Spain. 

Liberal Democrat defence spokesman Menzies Camp- 
bell said the UN and Nato had shown “admirable res- 
olution” in striking at Serb positions. “Every time the 
UN makes a threat to use force, it must implement it, 
otherwise its credibility will be shot to pieces.” 


Rifkind Comments 


MS2605103295 London BBC Television Network 
in English 0600 GMT 26 May 95 


[Interview with Defense Secretary Malcolm Rifkind in 
London by announcer Andrew Harvey in the studio; 
from the “Breakfast News” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Harvey] This dreadful slaugh- 
ter in Tusla, surely sheds doubt on the policy of UN air 
strikes? 


[Rifkind] It's a very grave deterioration, but it does 
emphasize the need for the safe areas to be given the 
protection by the United Nations, and if necessary by 
Nato. That was the basis of the action taken yesterday, 
and as your report indicates, it now seems likely that 
further action will be necessary. 


{Harvey} And it seems likely then that the Serbs wiil 
retaliate again, which means further escalation. Could 
that go on? 


[Rifkind] That remains to be seen, but you must not 
underestimate the overwhelming air superiority that 
Nato has. Nato has some very very powerful ability to 
do very severe damage to Serbian military equipment 
and other sites of that kind, and I suspect that may very 
well be what now happens. 


[Harvey] It has been described as a last desperate 
gamble by the United Nations. Is that how you see it? 


[Rifkind] No, I don’t see it in those terms, I think that's 
a very unwise way of presenting it. I think we are 
of course always having to remind ourselves that the 
United Nations is not there fighting a war, it’s not there 
equipped in ordes t¢ ixke heavy military decisions that 
involve being partisan in this conflict, but they are able 
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to call on Nato, they have done so yesterday, and it may 
be necessary to do so again today. 


{Harvey} Well, as you cay, the Serbs are facing another 
deadline this morning, is there any doub: at all that Nato 
aircraft will be called in again? 


[Rifkind] it’s a decision that United Nations’ comman- 
ders take, but clearly on the evidence we've seen so 
far, we must assume that that will happen. The Serbs 
have not only been indulging in shelling of Tusla and 
the other safe areas, they've also, so far as I'm aware, 
refused to hand back the heavy artillery. That was the 
cause of the air strike yesterday, and therefore must in- 
vite further response. 


[Harvey] One of your backbenchers last night called for 
British troops to be withdrawn, otherwise he said, they'd 
be in Bosnia for decades. Is withdrawal any closer? 


[Rifkind] I think we have to see what happens over 
the next few weeks. The United Nations are there in 
order to carry out the mandate of helping monitor 
the peace, helping insure the protection of the civilian 
comniunity, stopping the war spreading. They've done 
that extremely successfully in most parts of Bosnia, but 
we are always being conscious of Sarajevo, Gorazde, 
and the other enclaves. That's the most difficult part 
of the task, and that is something which, does at the 
end of the day, require the cooperation of the warring 
factions. If they don't get that cooperation, then a UN 
peace-keeping force cannot carry out the job it’s been 
asked to do. 


{Harvey} Mr Rifkind, thank you very much. 


More Strikes ‘Inevitable’ 
LD2605/01295 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0739 GMT 26 May 95 


[By Gavin Cordon, political correspondent, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Further Nato air strikes on the 
Bosnian Serbs were now “virtually inevitable”, Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind said today. 


It follows the shelling by the Serbs of Tuzla and other 
UN declared safe areas last night in response to a Nato 
air raid on the Bosnian-Serb stronghold of Pale. 


At least ten people were reported dead and scores 
injured when a shell feli on 2 cafe im the northern 
Muslim town of Tuzla. 


“The situation is now extremely grave because in a 
number of quite separate ways, the bosnian Serbs 
are defying the will of the United Nations and of 
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the Security Council,” he told BBC Radio 4's Today 
programme. 

"The bombing yesterday of not just Tuzla but other safe 
areas does seem to make the necessity for further action 
virtually inevitable. 

“Certainly, on the basis of the kind of clear and 
unambiguous warnings that were given yesterday, I 
think it must be accepted that some form of action will 
follow.” 
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Six strike aircraft took part in yesterday's Nato raid on 
an ammunition dump close to Pale, while several others 
provided fighter cover and reconnaissance. 

The attack by jets based in Italy was carried out after 


the Serbs failed to meet a UN ultimatum calling for the 
handover of heavy weapons. 





poe epee pep Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














6 GERMANY 


SPD, Green. Move Closer to Federal Coalition 
9SP20810A 


[FBIS Media Note] The 14 May election in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, in which the Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) lost its 15-year absolute majority, the Free 
Democrats (FDP) continued their string of state-level 
defeats, and the Greens confirmed their status as a po- 
tential “kingmaker” party, is being heralded by the Ger- 
man media as marking a major change in the coun- 
try’s party politics. Requiring a coalition to govern ef- 
fectively, popular North Rhine-Westphalia SPD leader 
Johannes Rau is preparing for negotiations with the 
Green party on forming a “red-green coalition,” which 
eager Green officials and somewhat more sober SPD 
leaders are labeling a potential model for a national- 
level coalition to defeat Chancellor Kohl's ruling CDU/ 
CSU/FDP government in 1998. Left-oriented newspa- 
pers have been enthusiastic about such a coalition, and 
even right-leaning and centrist newspapers have ac- 
knowledged that the elections have improved the SPD's 
prospects for 1998. 


Leading Green officials and, to a ‘esser extent, SPD 
leaders are publicly portraying the “red-green” coalition 
to be negotiated in North Rhine-Westphalia as marking 
a radical change in German politics that could lead to a 
change of government in Bonn in 1998: 


—Green party officials have been most enthusiastic, 
with Greens caucus leader Joschka Fischer asserting 
that if an ecological and social reform policy can 
be achieved with Social Democrats in North Rhine- 
Westphalia, “there is a tremendous chance that [SPD 
chairman] Rudolf Scharping will be Federal Chancellor 
in a red-green coalition in 1998" (DIE WELT, 17 May). 


—SPD Federal Manager Guenter Verheugen appeared 
similarly enthusiastic in an interview in the weekly DIE 
WOCHE, saying that a “successfully working” coalition 
in Duesseldorf would effectively decide the SPD's 
“strategic option” for 1998. In comments reported in the 


Germany and that the Greens are politically “closer” to 
the SPD than the FDP had been “in the best times” of 
the SDP-FDP coalition. 


—Although more cautious, Scharping was similarly 
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SPD Differences Over Strategy 

Nonetheless, German media—most prominently the 
right-of-center DIE WELT—have noted differences 
within the SPD over the wisdom of forming a national- 
level coalition with the Greens. In an 18 May lead 
article, DIE WELT highlighted statements by SPD 


tween the Greens and SPD on foreign policy issues. 
The article also quoted Rappe as saying a coalition 
was only an “emergency solution” that held no future 
s for the SPD. Another “Secheimer Kreis” 
politician, Karl-Hermann Haack, was quoted in the 20 
May FRANKURTER RUNDSCHAU as expressing 
deep reservations even about the Duesseldorf coalition, 
saying that the SPD must “hold the reins tightly” and 
emphasizing that the party must protect its identity and 
‘determine the conditions under which a coalition will 
take place.” 
And “actics 
German media have also highlignted differences within 
the SPD on the more tactical issue of whether to agree 
upon a national-level coalition with the Greens well 
before the 1998 elections. Scharping has argued that 
the party should not make a coalition statement in favor 
of the Greens before the elections, expressing conceras 
in the DER SPIEGEL interview thet such a statement 
Sa tee ce aad on eee 
with the Greens prove “difficult or even impossible.” 
contrast, one of Scharping’s partners nan SPD 1996 
election campaign “troika,” parca wend Minister- 
President Gerhard Schroeder, reportedly sees in the 
events in North Rhine-Westphalia a confirmation of his 


(FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU, 18 May). Similarly, 
SPD Deputy Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul 


declared that the SPD should “early off” make a "clear 
(DIE WELT, 19 


statement” in favor of “red-green” 
May). 




















Left-of-center newspapers have reacter, excitedly to the 
prospect of a change in both state and national politics 
while at the same time reminding the Greens and the 
SPD that the formation of a successful coalition will re- 
quire changes by both parties. The prestigious daily DIE 
ZEIT on 19 May asserted that the election results are 


the Greens and their supporters seriously and not to treat 
them like a group of political “eccentrir 5.” Similarly, 


icy proscriptions” instead of their customary “left-wing 
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populis: solutions” to problems, and warned the SPD to 
break out of its usual pattern of adopting easy solutions 
to problems and instead work with the Greens in forg- 
inn aoe," cine.” f sensed polici 


Right-of-center and centrist papers have predictably 
been less exuberant over the prospects for political 
change but have nonetheless admitted that the North 
Rhine-Westphalia election results improved the SPD's 
standing for the 1998 Federal elections. A commen- 
tary in the 18 May FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
observed that “the defeat in Duesseldorf, paradoxically 
as it sounds, improved the SPD's position i= the com- 
petition for power in Bonn.” The commentary cited 
the weakness of the FDP, asserting that the election 
“demonstrated how little the CDU can rely upon the 
FDP” to help form the majority coalition in Bonn. As a 
result of the Greens’ improved standing, the paper said, 


possibility, the commentary argued. 
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[Commentary by Dietrich Zwactz; “With Two 
Tongues” } 

[FBIS Translated Text) Washington — Who actux’!+ 
determines U.S. trade policy? Commerce Secreta; 
Ron Brown, who is in Clinton's cabinet and likes 


States does not want a trade war with Japan over the 
car conflict. Brown is “very optimistic” that the entire 


the sanctions that have been announced Japan 
are “justified” on the basis of the rules of free trade. 
Kantor still sticks to 28 June as the key date for the sanc 
tions’ coming into force. Because they are aimed at a 
trading partner, whose “practice and policy are not cov 
ered by the results of the Uruguay round.” Brown is also 
tough regarding the substance of the matter: The open- 
ing up of the car markets, which the United 
States wants, is necessary in the interest of bigger global 
competition. 


ships would have needed another two dys and the 
customs trap would have snapped shut. Mitsubishi even 
landed its cars in Hawaii, far away from the U.S. West 
Coast, but still on U.S. territory. 


The special customs duties would make Japanese luxury 

cars far more expensive in the United States. 

to the association of foreign automobile producers in the 

United States, the most expensive Acura from Honda 

$63,000, the Infinity from Nissan 
charge 


i 
“i 





AU260S091795 Frankfurt/Main ; RANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 26 May 95 p! 


[Commentary by “Rm.”: “The Strike”] 
[FBIS Translated Text] One could expect the United 
Nations t6 ct the deadline they laid down in their 


UN soldiers as enemies if NATO were to carry out an 
air strike. The air operation was not a catastrophe for 
Karadzic. That is why the UN command probably did 
not expect him to carry out his threat. 


The Serbs may stop firing with heavy arms at Sarajevo, 

which they have surrounded, for a while. Will they 

return to the UN depots the four pieces of artillery that 

stole from there? Maybe that. Should 
can 
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of launching an offensive against the Serbs — which, 


PDS Committee Rejects Appeal for Reorientation 


AU2605110695 Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND 
in German 24 May 95S pp i, $ 


[Report by Helfned Liebsch: “Clear Rejection of “With 
Great Concern’ Paper™] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] At a meeting behind closed 
doors in Berlin on Monday [22 May] the Federal Exec- 
utive Committee of the Party of Democratic Socialism 
[PDS] agreed on a harsh rejection of the “With Great 
Concern” paper. A statement issued in the evening says 
that the authors of the appeal give “an imappropriate 
presentation of the PDS basic consensus” and “thus vir- 
tually” strive for “a different political onentation” of 
the party. The issuing of the statement was preceded 
by several hours of debate about how to deal with the 
appeal, which had been signed by 38 personalities from 
science, art, and literature. 


At the beginning of the meeting behind closed doors, 
PDS Chairman Lothar Bisky once again discussed the 
position paper and expressed the criticism that it is 
primarily aimed at specific moods and is fanning the 
mood. It 1s fanning distrust and casts the suspicion 
of defection. Unfortunately, something like ths has 
always existed among leftists. He quoted the proverb: 
The worst person “in the entire country is and remains 
the informer.” PDS Bundestag group chief Gregor Gysi 
linked up with that and stated that there is a ~ power 
struggle” and a “struggle for ideological supremacy 
going on in the party. B const bo deaited clatier Ge 
PDS remains “a party dominated by politics” or will be 
determined by ideology. 
Former election campaign head Andre Brie used the 
“With Great Concern” appeal as an opportunity to criti- 
cally describe the work of the Executive Committee and 
the PDS, which is threatened with “fraying.” Over the 
years since 1989 many innovators have been left behind 
and orthodox forces are now smelling morning air. He 
assumes that modern socialist positions are a minority 
in the party. Discussions are not transparent, according 
to Brie. He called on the Executive Committee to dif- 
ferentiate between the immitiators of the appeal and peo- 
ple, such as Hermann Kienner, who was “flogged in the 
GDR for 30 years.” 
Potsdam Deputy Michael Schumann reacted harshly to 
the paper. By publishing it, it is being “attempted” to 
affect a “restoration.” 
Honorary PDS Chairman Hans Modrow warned against 
generally condemning the appeal and its signatones “If 
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whether Executive Committee members will participate 
in the “With Great Concern” discussion on 29 May. 
Bisky announced that he will send a letter to the 
comrades. 


Statement by the PDS Federal Executive 
Committee on the “With Great Concern” appeal 


With all due respect to the signatories of the “With Great 
Concern’ appeal and some of their fears: The initiators 
want a different PDS. 


The basic consensus of the PDS and the break with the 
SED since December 1989 exists in linking socialism 
and democracy. The lack of this unity was the decisive 
reason for the failure of real socialism. 


The authors of the appea! do not mention this connection 
with a single word, give an inappropriate presentation 
of the PDS basic consensus, and thus virtually strive for 
a different political onentation of the PDS. 

They claim cancellations | Aufkuendigungen) that do not 
exist. Policy is something specific. The struggies for 
the defense of the land reform, for pushing back the 
predominance of capital, for a social tenancy law, etc. 
have an immediate effeci on questions of ownership and 
It ts true that we have clearly rejected the policy of the 
SED and Stalinism, and this is to remain so. 
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develop ourselves programmatically as a socialist party 
within the framework of this concr=te conflict. 


Berlin, 22 May 1995. 


New Tr.msport Agreement Signed With Hungary 
LD2605110295 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0941 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn/Budapest (DDP/ADN) — 
Germany and Hungary signed an agreement today in 
Budapest on the cross border road transport of persons 
and goods. The document was signed by the two 
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countries’ transport ministers, Matthias Wissman and 
Karoly Lotz, it was announced in Bonn. It replaces an 
existing agreement signed in 1989 on cross border goods 
taffic. 


The new agreement aims at meeting the demands of 
growing traffic volume and promoting the increased use 
of eco-friendly trucks and buses. Wissmann said the 
accord intends to improve relations between the two 
countries in the area of commercial road transport and 
as a result lead to an increase in bilateral trade. 
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Results of Clinton’s Russia Visit Gauged 
95P20799 


[FBIS Media Note) Upon his return from Moscow, 
where he attended the commemoration of V-E Day 
without “visible compunctions,” President Clinton must 
reflect on the fact that, “whether by design or because 
of impotence,” Russian President Boris Yeltsin cannot 
be trusted on at least two issues pitting Washington 
against Moscow, wrote Jacques Amalric in the 16 May 
Paris daily LIBERATION. The first is with regard to 
Chechnya. While Yeltsin was assuring Clinton that 
“no military operations are going on” in that country, 
Russian helicopters were hitting Chechnya villages. 
Worse still, as soon as Clinton left Russia, the Russian 
minister of defense announced the end of the cease- 
fire against the secessionists rebels, which had been 
put into place to “allay the scruples” of the chiefs 
of state who agreed to travel to Moscow to attend 
the commemoration, Amalric continued. Clinton, who 
praised Yeltsin while flying back to Washington, will 
have to choose between two equally poor explanations. 
Either Yeltsin is a “liar,” or “he cannot control his 
minister of defense,” in which case “Russia is continuing 
on its anarchic course.” 


The second issue, which concerns Russian sales of 
nuclear materiel to Iran despite Washington's opposition 
on account of the military repercussions of the deal, is 
also less than reassuring with regard to the ability of 
the Russian president to fulfill his functions. Publicly 
rejecting Washington's view, Yeltsin had insistently 
affirmed until Clinton’s visit that the contract with Iran 
would go forward. He then reversed himself, admitting 
that the sale had military implications, given the delivery 
to Tehran of a centrifuge to enrich reactor fuel. In a 
“magnanimous” statement, Yeltsin then announced that 
the centrifuge would not be included in the sale to 
the ayatollahs’ regime. Nevertheless, this “last-minute 
concession” is not as reassuring as it pretends to 
be, Amalric contended. Once again, a choice about 
Yeltsin's behavior must be made between “deliberate 
lies” and “ignorance” of the real activities of the Russian 
atomic agency (Minatom), which happens not to be 
under the control of either the president or the prime 
minister, but is instead closely linked to the military- 
industrial complex. 


As a result, these two issues, to which the disagreement 
between Russia and the United States on NATO cxten- 
sion can be added. lead to the conviction that the “Rus- 
sian equation includes many unkaowns.” Those who 
think they can solve it by multiplying conciliatory ges- 
tures toward Yeltsin in hopes of reinforcing his power 
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overestimate the influence of such gestures on the course 
of events and may meet with failure. 


Foreign Ministry Welcomes NATO Air Strike 


AU2505161795 Paris AFP in English 
1556 GMT 25 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [no place-name as re- 
ceived], May 25 (AFP) — The United States and France 
immediately approved the NATO airstrike on a Bosnian 
Serb ammunitions dump near Sarajevo Thursday [25 
May]. 


"I support it,” U.S. President Bill Clinton told reporters 
at a press conference in Washington. 


In Paris, the French foreign ministry said that the United 
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) was “perfectly 
justified in using air support to enforce Security Council 
resolutions.” 

NATO air support is justifiable in particular “to make 
(the Serbs) respect UN resolutions on heavy weapons in 
the exclusion zones and on the protection of UNPRO- 
FOR troops,” the ministry said in a statement. 


“France calls for a stepping up in the political process 
and a meeting as soon as possible for the contact group 
(on Bosnia) at ministerial level,” the ministry statement 
added. [passage omitted] 


Special Cabinet Meeting To Be Held on Bosnia 


AU2605084395 Paris AFP in English 
0813 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, May 26 (AFP) — Fiance 
on Friday [26 May] urged the internationa! community 
not to accept the escalation of fighting in Bosnia and 
said Prime Minister Alain Juppe would chair a special 
cabinet meeting to decide on the necessary response. 


UN officials say 65 people were killed and 115 wounded 
after Bosnian Serbs fired shells into five Bosnian towns 
in the worst massacre since a Sarajevo market was 
hit in February 1994. The attacks were apparently in 
retaliation for Thursday's NATO air strikes against a 
Bosnian Serb munitions depot near Sarajevo. 


Government spokesman Francois Baroin, in an inter- 
view on RMC radio, said “the international community 
must not accept this escalation.” 

“What I can tell you is that there was a restricted 
cabinet meeting chaired by the president on Wednesday 
including the prime ministers and the defence and 
foreign ministers and that there will be another meeting 
— chaired by the prime minister to take the necessary 

isions.” 
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“France's position under Alain Juppe when he was 
foreign minister was to stand very firm,” Baroin said. 
“This position,” he added, “has been strongly reiterated 
following the unacceptable reaction of the Bosnian 
Serbs overnight to the allied operation.” 


Paris Calls for Contact Group Meeting 


LD2605120495 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1100 GMT 26 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The French Government is ex- 
pected to meet this afternoon to consider the situation in 
Bosnia. As is known, France is increasingly wondering 
about whether its troops should remain there. 

Prime Minister Alain Juppe, now on his way back to 
Paris, was in Bordeaux this morning when he strongly 
condemned the attitude of the Bosnian Serbs: 


[Begin Juppe recording] We condemn with the utmost 
firmness the attitude adopted by the Bosnian Serbs over 
the past 48 hours. Let us hope the ultimatum set by the 
UN and NATO will be respected. 


I renew the call made by France over the past few 
hours for a ministerial meeting of the Contact Group, 
that is to say, a meeting of the U.S., Russian, British, 
German, and French [foreign] ministers, so as to draw 
the relevant conclusions from the situation that has 
emerged on the ground. 

We can no longer accept that the international commu- 
nity should be continually defied by those who persist 
in rejecting a peace settlement. As I have said before, 
if the present deployment of UNPROFOR [UN Protec- 
tion Force] is seen to be a brake, an obstacle to a reac- 
tion from the international community, then the relevant 
conclusion must be drawn and its withdrawal organized. 
[end recording] 


Seguin’s Future Course of Action Viewed 
95P20806 


[FBIS Media Note] "Somewhat disappointed” at his ri- 
val Alain Juppe’s appointment as prime minister, but 
“angrier” because the presidency of the Rally for the Re- 
pubiic (RPR) is eluding him, Philippe Seguin, president 
of the National Assembly, unsuccessfully attempted to 
convey his feelings to President Jacques Chirac, wrote 
Gilles Bresson in the 13-14 May Paris daily LIBERA- 
TION. Nevertheless, Chirac, who throughout his cam- 
paign used themes provided by Seguin, wished to re- 
ward him for his support, sought his advice on minis- 
terial appointments, and offered him any portfolio, ex- 
cept foreign affairs. “It did not work," Bresson com- 
mented. If he cannot be prime minister, Seguin prefers 
to remain in his present position, where he can observe 
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Juppe, monitor government action, and offer himself as 
a “recourse” if the prime minister, unable to carry out 
Chirac’s electoral promises, ultimately failed. The three 
years before the next parliamentary elections are suffi- 
cient for Seguin to impose himself in 1998 as the “in- 
evitable” prime minister, should the RPR and the Union 
for French Democracy (UDF) lose the majority and if 
the Socialist Party (PS) does not have a sufficient mar- 
gin to impose a “cohabitation.” 

Seguin dreams of being a “rallying point,” according 
to Bresson. While waiting, he is preparing to fight for 
the Chirac’s proposed parliamentary reforms, including 
the creation of an office to evaluate budgetaiy choices. 
At the same time, Seguin might be tempted to launch 
his own political club and a publication open to leftist 
personalities. Aware that the president of the RPR 
is the “de facto” presidential candidate in the next 
elections, Seguin proposed a collegial leadership to 
Chirac, while keeping fences mended with former Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur’s supporters. Bresson quoted 
Seguin as saying that “I will never lose the esteem 
and friendship I feel for many of those who sided 
with Balladur,” and that France can “ill afford to lose 
half of its political class, then half of its presidential 
majority...to end up entrusting important decisions to 
a small phalanx.” It is possible that Seguin’s alliance 
with former Minister of Interior Charles Pasqua will be 
revived as a foil to “Juppeism,” Bresson concluded. 


In an effort to show himself more “Chiracian” than 
Chirac, Seguin emphasized in a 14 May television 
interview that the sole objective now is “a successful 
seven-year Chirac presidency,” reported Bresson in the 
15 May LIBERATION. Rejecting any polemic with 
Juppe, the National Assembly president pointed out that 
a seven-year presidential term often involves two prime 
ministers. 


In the same interview, Seguin roiled the waters of 
the European Union (EU) by advocating a “Franco- 
German alliance that would make the fight against 
unemployment its priority goal,” Bresson continued. 
Seguin also alluded to the “dogmatism” of the German 
Bundesbank, and to the independence of the Bank of 
France. 


Juppe Policy Statement: ‘Break With Past’ 
BR2605115095 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 


in French 24 May 95 p 40 
[Editorial by Francois Roche: “Breaks..."] 


[FBIS Translated Text] There is no doubt that the pro- 


gram which Alain Juppe presented yesterday represents 
a break with the past. The absence of any mention of the 
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action taken by his predecessor — and with which he 
was associated — does however reveal a desire to rub 
away these two years of Balladur as if they never ex- 
isted. The break does not lie in the tone taken, which is 
more technocratic than inspired, but in the very content 
of the policy proposed in the social domain and revenue. 
The increase in the minimum wage, the “dependence” 
allowance [allocation de dependance], the “parental al- 
lowance permitting freedom of choice” [allocation de 
libre choix], the adjustment of the basic old-age pen- 
sion, and loans to buy property at a zero rate of interest 
are all a revival of purchasing and consumption power, 
even if it is not called that. The seed of this policy could 
be found in President Chirac’s election platform, and it 
runs counter to the recommendations made by certain 
experts. The other break with the past lies in the tools 
used to fight unemployment: A sharp cut in charges on 
people with low wages and a bonus of 2,000 francs per 
month awarded to companies that hire the long-term un- 
employed, without these companies being committed to 
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combat the disastrous effect this policy will have on the 
short-term unemployed people. These are tough chal- 
lenges in terms of results and they are costly to imple- 
ment. Financing the measures is a basic problem for the 
government. The 1995 budget deficit will certainly be 
higher than the figure announced by Nicolas Sarkozy, 
despite the freeze on credits already announced. This 
leaves Alain Juppe no other choice but to make new 
cuts in spending or boost taxes on individuals. He did 
not mention the matter yesterday, but he did give an in- 
dication by predicting that major efforts will be required 
of everybody. The problem is that the fiscal effort is not 
shared fairly. If we want to come up with a fairer tax 
scheme then the entire French tax system will have to 
be restructured. That is another break with the past... 
Therefore we must not let ourselves be fooled by the 
relatively calm tone of Alain Juppe’s statements since 
between the lines they contain the makings of an explo- 
sive debate. 
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Perry, Italian Counterpart Reject UN Withdrawal 
LD2605133795 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Italian 1130 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} William Perry, U.S. secretary 
of defense, is in Rome, where he met Defense Minister 
General Domenico Corcione. Perry says no to the 
withdrawal of UN soldiers. 


[Begin recording] (Correspondent Antonio Foresi] This 
morning’s NATO air raid will tell us what the Serbs 
intend to do. Do they intend to go on or have they 
realized they have to stop it? [passage omitted] 


[Perry, in English with superimposed translation into 
Italian} We do not want UN forces to withdraw. They 
have our entire support. 


[Corcione] We both hope the withdrawal is not going to 
take place. We believe that the presence of UN forces 
in former Yugoslavia, in the most dangerous areas, is 
the only way of limiting the risk of death and massacre 
and all of those things no one can accept. 


[Foresi] No to a withdrawal then. Both Secretary Perry 
and Corcione rejeci a withdrawai of UN troops, but they 
also say they are ready to send troops, including land 
troops, to oversee the withdrawal of UN troops, should 
this happen. However, the withdrawal should really be 
avoided. Perry was adamant: The consequence would be 
that the conflict would spill over to the south. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Situation at Aviano Air Base Reported Calm 


LD2605121795 Rome RAI Due Television Network 
in Italian 1100 GMT 26 May 95 


[Report by Paolo Roncoletta] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Aviano military air base 
in northern Italy is off limits [preceding two words in 
English]. NATO aircraft keep attacking Bosnian-Serb 
positions. The situation on the base is normal, and 
operational conditions are reported normal. A new base 
commander has been here for a few days, but that is a 
routine appointment. 


Flights are operating as usual. About 60 aircraft have 
been regularly used in the last two years to carry out 
the night-flight [preceding word in English] operation, 
aimed at monitoring Bosnian air space. Aviano has 
always been a key base for NATO air raids against 
Bosnian-Serbs, because of its geographic position. 
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Al-Qadhdhafi Said To Hire "Ndrangheta Killers 
BR2405143695 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in Italian 24 May 95 pill 


[Report signed “Pa. B.": “Al-Qadhdhafi Brought 
"Ndrangheta Gunmen to Libya”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Milan — It is like in some 
James Bond movie: the 'Ndrangheta’s fiercest hit men 
hired by the Libyan Government to eliminate Colonel 
al-Qadhdhafi’s adversaries. The story told by Saverio 
Morabito, the most important member of the organi- 
zation to have turned state’s evidence, fascinated the 
courtroom in the “North-South” trial. He gave four hours 
of revelations about the structure and enterprises of the 
largest criminal organization active in northern Italy, the 
Papalia-Sergi operation. He was entirely open about for- 
eign contacts and laundering: "We took our money to 
the manager of the branch of the Banca Nazionale del 
Lavoro near Torre Velasca. Michele Amandini charged 
20 percent for laundering the money.” 


There was no shortage of money, deriving from drugs 
trafficking and kidnapping. The defendant confessed 
to nine such crimes — from Ferrarini to Casella. 
"The kidnappings are planned in prison,” he explained. 
"Prisons are the breeding ground for plans and ideas for 
the future. They serve no corrective function.” 


But the most complex part of his account had to do 
with the Libyan connection. Back in February 1980 the 
Tripoli regime was starting its hunt for dissidents who 
had sought refuge in France, Egypt, Britain, and the 
United States. An offer was submitted by Franco Giorgi, 
the owner of a construction firm from Abruzzo with 
business interests in Libya. He introduced a “Libyan 
secret service colonel” to Morabito and Amandini. 


"I felt like I was in some movie. We accepted the 
proposal, but we realized that we were nobodies, so 
we offered the job to Frank Coppola.” “Three-fingers” 
Coppola, a legendary figure in the history of the Mafia, 
lived in a fortress home on the outskirts of Rome. 
it was decided to send an expedition to Libya.. “We 
had no passports, so the Libyans told us to take 
a flight from Rome to Malta, because an identity 
card was sufficient to enter the island and because 
Dom Mintoff's government was closely associated with 
Libya. Amandini, Coppola, Bruno, and I passed through 
Maltese customs without any problems and booked into 
a hotel. After two days we left on a Libyan jet plane, a 
kind of flying lounge, under escort. In Tripoli we were 
received by armed men who took us to a coastal village 
where Soviet and Polish military instructors lived. There 
we were treated with great respect. In a villa we met 
with a very stocky, bald man, not very old: I was told 
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that he was Jallud (at the time al-Qadhdhafi’s deputy — 
CORRIERE DELLA SERA editor's note). He handed 
us an attache containing photographs and addresses of 
four people to be eliminated and the names of Libyan 
agents that we should contact. Apart from the money, 
Giorgio requested concessions in Italy for the sale of oil 
products, and Amandini requested that Italian politicians 
be approached with a view to the release of his friend, 
Domenico Papalia, who was serving a life sentence. 
That may have been a bluff on Amandini’s part. The 
Libyans told us that they had no problems with that, 
but they refused our request for an expense allowance 
of $2 million, perhaps because they had been cheated 
by someone else before. They were willing to grant us 
only $1 million.” 


“Our return to Italy was eventful. They put us on a 
twin- propeller aircraft, a real wreck. I thought they had 
decided to kill us, and for the first time I was afraid. In 
Rome Amandini had further meetings with the Libyans. 
But it came to nothing, because of disagreements over 
money.” 


La Spezia Joins EU Defense Industry Conversion 


BR2405143195 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in Italian 
24 May 95 p 10 


[Report signed "D. Ra.”: “Defense: Industrial Conver- 
sion at La Spezia Under EU Scheme"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] La Spezia — Having engaged 
in a painstaking process of industrial diversification 
in order to shift from military to civilian production, 
the La Spezia industrial area has now joined the first 
EU-sponsored European network set up to encourage 
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cooperation and exchanges between different countries 
looking for conversion opportunities. Together with the 
Bourges (France) and Palencia (Spain) industrial areas, 
by the end of the month La Spezia will be presenting, in 
Brussels, a program to develop projects enabling small- 
and medium-sized enteprises in the defense sector — 
which have been experiencing a crisis for a number of 
years — to gain access to emerging markets in such 
areas as civilian security and environmental and marine 


safety. 


The program agreed to by the three towns’ municipal 
authorities should be given the go-ahead by the EU 
not later than September. Cooperation began some time 
ago between a number of companies in La Spezia and 
Bourges: “The initiatives with the French,” explained 
Paolo Tusini, who is in charge of Spedia, an agency 
working for re-industrialization, “were a sort of dress 
rehearsal of the program, which was subsequently ex- 
tended to the town of Palencia. These projects are being 
backed by companies like Oto Melara and Alenia.” 


To boost this first experience of a European industrial 
conversion network, La Spezia’s industry will be able 
to rely, by the end of the month, on a consortium named 
SCAM (Civilian, Environmental, and Marine Security). 
Local government agencies will have a 51-percent share 
in the new initiative, with the remaining 49 percent 
going to Spedia. “We have contacts,” they explained at 
the agency, “with a view to transferring up to 19 percent 
of our quota to companies, university institutions, and 
research bodies. Genoa University is already interested 
and so is Pisa University’s research center.” 
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Cavaco Silva Defends EU Convergence Criteria 


BR2405135695 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 23 May 9S p 5 


[Report by Antonio Jose Teixeira: “Cavaco Hopes for 
Good Choice™] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bern —- Cavaco Silva main- 
tained in Switzerland yesterday that “credibility is the 
key word of present-day Portugal.” Hence the explana- 
tion which he found for the prize which he received. 
In his opinion, the foundation's distinction is due to the 

which Portugal has undergone over the past few 
years and which have brought us an image of credibility 
and prestige. [passage omitted] 


The prime minister delivered an address centered on 
European integration, which he deemed “a strategy of 
success”; a success which he recognized in Portugal, 
owing to the structural reforms made possible by the 
“political stability which we succeeded in establishing 
from 1986.” 


Also in the name of stability, Cavaco responded to those 
who in Portugal and in the Union criticize the Euro- 
etary union, which leads to the single currency, must 
be maintained without hesitation,” he asserted, since he 
sees no “advantages in changing the convergence cri- 
teria, which are benchmarks conducive to the financial 
discipline required for sustainable growth and for sta- 
bility in the area of the Union.” Cavaco is convinced 
that if the convergence criteria are touched, they will 
become tighter. [passage omitted] 


In terms of international competition, he drew attention 
to the importance of vocational training and scientific 
research, and also to the need to “democratize” access 
to the results of that research. Cavaco maintained that 
these activities have not received in the EC attention 
equal to that paid to them in countries such as the United 
States and Japan, and losses of competitive ability have 
resulted from this. [passage omitted] 


Catroga: Portugal Able To Participate in EMU 
BR2405141295 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 23 May 95 


[Report by Fernando de Sousa: “Catroga Contradicts 
Commission" } 

[FBIS Translated Text) Yesterday, Finance Minister Ed- 
uardo Catroga disagreed with European Commissioner 


Yves Thibault de Silguy (responsible for monetary af- 
fairs), saying that Portugal has met the conditions for 
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participating in the first group of countries to join the fu- 
ture Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). This posi- 
tion was taken in Brussels after a meeting of the Council 
of EU Finance Ministers which reviewed the economic 
situation of each member state. Catroga made a positive 
overall assessment of Portugal. 


In the forecasts made by the European Commission, 
Portugal was not included in the group of countries tak- 

ing part in the EMU “lead group,” implicitly admitting 
ia) os cesien auld ols ae hae de 
conditions for the introduction of the single currency. 


Las week Silguy felt that Portugal would not even be 
part of that group. 


Reacting to thes: statements, insisted that 
“Portugal has met all the conditions to be part of the 
lead group” and expressed his disagreement “with any 
contradictory opinion.” According to the minister “the 
assessment has to be made on the basis of objective 
data, not the subjective opinions of any Tom, Dick, or 
Harry.” 


“What we are going to manage to do by the end of 1996 
or 1997, quite apart from the opinion of Tom, Dick, or 
Harry — whether or not he is a commissioner — will 
depend on our willingness. At this time the assessment 
does not depend on subjective opinions. It depends on 
concrete data regarding the real performance we manage 
to achieve in the fundamental economic and financial 
variables.” 


Eduardo Catroga played down any effect that Mr. 
Silguy's statements might have on Portugal with respect 
to economic operators and the international markets. He 
also insisted on emphasizing that any forecast made at 
this time will always be premature, in view of which all 
rotyreptacemcyarl Wat en daysennsciceyd 
them to comply with the economic con 

with a view to mectieg the conditions Ser ielaing §94U 
within the planned timeframe. 


ing to 
the same study, in 1995 Portugal will have to grow by 
just 3 percent, compared with the EU average of 3.1 
percent. 


The minister said he was encouraged by the Commis- 
sion’s forecasts, pointing to the trend in home ownership 


as one of the signs indicating that the recovery is com- 
ing. 
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U.S. Veto of UN Resolution Criticized 


BR2405121095 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 
23 May 95 p 2! 


[Comm stary by Ramy Wurgaft: “U.S. Disservice™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The support for Israel is some- 
thing as essentiall:’ Amerncan as the Appalachian Moun- 
tains, but the U.S. tutelage is not always compatible 
with the Jewish state's true interests. On the 

on more than one occasion the Israelis have paid for 
Uncle Sam's mistakes with their lives. 


Last week, the United States did not hesitate to veto 
a UN resolution against the Israeli expropriation of 53 
hectares of land in the Arab area of Jerusalem, while 
knowing that this action — more characteristic of a 
sheriff than the manager of the New World Order — 
endangers the peace process, humiliates the moderate 
and revives the specters of holy war. 

It is just as well that Rabin himself had to reverse 
the measure after his Communist and Arab partners in 
the government threatened to submit a censure motron 
which the conservative Likud — his oid enemy — 
would joyfully endorse. 


Nor does the U.S. veto in itself benefit Israel. The fact 
that Rabin, harassed by his nationalist rivals, made a 
major mistake did not mean that Washington had to 
agree. 

The only plausible explanation is that the UN veto is a 
wink directed at the U.S. Jewish community. 

The presidential election is already in sight, and so 
the competition to win over the Jewish citizens is also 
beginning. Republican Robert Dole fired the first shot in 
proposing that the United States move its embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The idea came frow the lobby 
maintained by the Israeli Right in Washington, whose 
aim is to derail the peace process. 

Bill Clinton could not lag behind, and so he committed 
a folly similar to that of his rival — the veto at the 
United Nations. Worse, this electoral wooing can only 
win the votes of the most radical sector of the Jewish 
community. 

We have already said that the U.S. support for Israel 
has had difficult chapters. In 1973, Nixon forbade Is- 
rae! to launch a preemptive atiack on Syria and Egypt. 
Thousands of Israelis paid with their lives for Washing- 
ton's imposition. In 1982, Reagan's enthusiastic support 
launched Jerusalern into the invasion of Lebanon — one 
of the worst disasters in Israel's recent history. It is to 
be hoped that the frivolity displayed at the United Na- 
tions will not cause a similar catastrophe. 


SPAIN 17 


Garcia Varga; Interviewed on Situation in Bosnia 


LD2605105795 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 
in Spanish 0600 GMT 26 May 95 


the blue helmets from Bosnia, from tormer Yugoslavia, 
minister” 


[Garcia Vargas} Undoubtedly it is in line with what 
the UN secretary general has warned: If the work of 


withdraw totally. We will see what happens in the next 
few days, but we will not be taking the measure in the 
immediate future. 

[Meyer] The situation is increasingly complex, with this 
escalation of violence. Logically you have contacts with 
the other member countries, the other allied countries; is 
there any glimpse, is there any possibility of achieving 
some solution, or is the panorama increasingly black? 


[Garcia Vargas] We have experienced situations like 
this before, when negotiations of any kind have been 
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broken off and the UN has had to use force to prevent 
escalation, and those situations have never led to a 
global, general conflict, which will consist above all in 
an open war between Serbia and Croatia. Let us hope 
that the same thing happens on this occasion. But we 
are rather skeptical about a negotiated solution to the 
conflict. We think that the mentality that exists between 
the parties is for a long war, with many ups and downs. 
We will probably not see a total solution to the conflict 
between now and the summer, but work is being done 
a ee 
means. [passage omitted] 


Denies Base Use for Attack 


LD2505174095 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 
in Spanish 1700 GMT 25 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Two Spanish F-18 aircraft 
took part in the NATO attack in Bosnia on a Serb 
munitions dump, in response to the Serb failure to 
comply with the UN ultumatum. NATO sources have 
said that the operation was carried out successfully and 
that all the aircraft returned to the Aviano base in Italy. 
[passage omitted] 

Spain has 1,200 blue helmets in Mostar, over 100 km 
from the place where the attack occurred. [passage 
omitted] Spanish Defense Minister Julian Garcia Vargas 
has just made his first statement on this NATO attack. 
He said that our blue helmets are well, for, as we said, 
they are a long way from the conflict zone, and he 
denied that the planes that took part in this attack had 
taken off from Spanish soil: 


[Begin Garcia Vargas recording] First, the alliance’s 
aircraft which, in the performance of 2 UN mission — 
and I stress this — are cezrying out missions in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina from bases in northern Italy. Therefore, no 
Spanish base has been used — it is a long way from the 
theater of operations, obviously. Second, it is normal for 
the alliance, agreed by all of us who are members, not to 
specify which nationalities take part in each particular 
mission. [end recording} 


Cuban Refugees To Arrive Fiom Guantanamo 


LD2605105095 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1000 GMT 26 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A group of 16 Cuban refugees 
from the U.S. base in Guantanamo will arrive in Spain 
in the next few hours after a stopover in the Dominican 
Republic. 

The Cubans, all of then adult males, have obtained a 
visa to travel to Madrid where procedures will be set 
in motion for obtaining residence permits. The group 
has been allowed into Spain as part of the agreements 
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reached by a number of countries to collaborate in the 
solution of the problem of the refugees at the U.S. naval 
base in Guantanamo. 


PP Seen Dependent or CiU in General Election 


BR2405144995 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
23 May 95 p18 


[Report by Miguel Angel Aguilar: “From Euphoria to 
Urgency”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Taken over by polling euphoria 
the People’s Party [PP] wants to make a rush for the 
emergency exit. Jose Maria Aznar’s advisers want next 
Sunday [28 May] to be victory day. For them it is 
a matter of preventing the Socialist opponent from 
having a chance to enjoy the protection of the economic 
recovery, which according to all the indicators, is 
beginning to be felt. The top Felipe-watchers know 
all about the unusual resistance of the man still at the 
Moncloa [office of the prime minister]. They think that 
this is the time to be implacable and not give him 
a single chance to get up from the canvas. However, 
for victory to be proclaimed it is necessary to have 
recognition from CiU [Convergence and Union]. Hence 
the importance of yesterday's stopover in Barcelona. 

At previous elections — both at the European elections 
held iast 12 June and at last year’s general elections — a 
commitment was made to link their electoral prosperity 
to the economic disasters, growing unemployment, the 
downturn in business profits, and the disasters of the 
series of scandals in the highest echelons of government. 
At that time victory appeared to be within reach of 


the People’s Party, and Aznar tirelessly repeated his 
favorite curse: Every day a thousand more unemployed, 
Mr. Gonzalez. The months passed and now it seems 
that the air has changed along the equator in the 
current legislature. Every day there are a thousand less 
unemployed. 


Gonzalez poisoned the exchange rate of the peseta. He 
was the catalyst of all the upheaval, the stimulant for 
the brokers concealed on the stock exchange who are 
always prepared to penalize the pockets of the Spanish 
people until it is a hopeless cause. Journalists competed 
feverishly to break the news of the inevitable withdrawal 
of our currency from the European Monetary System. 
Now, the peseta is rising above its latest devaluation 
and the Bank of Spain is showing an upturn in business 
profits. The government deficit is being reduced, the 
“Laos papers” are languishing, and the fugitive Roldan 
is giving the game away, but, to everyone's relief, he is 
doing it from jail. 

In addition, we can glimpse the prestige that a well 
placed failure could add, as reflected in the fact that 
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Gonzalez is still given the maximum rating by the vot- 
ers. To sum up, for the People’s Party, in the words of 
Alvarez Cascos, it is not a matter of winning the munic- 
ipal and regional elections, but of its results producing 
instantaneous political change. At the end of the day 
the euphoric climate rules out the resigned hope for the 
time when the curreui legisiature dies of natural causes 
at the end of its four-year session in 1997, or before 
for reasons of expediency of the PSOE-CiU [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party-Convergence and Union] coali- 
tion. Nobody is guaranteeing that the change of scenery 
will benefit the Socialists while new and still imponder- 
able variables whittle away at Aznar. 


The People’s Party leader mounted the stage in 
Barcelona yesterday under these conditions of pressure 
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the Catalonian Autonomous Government because they 
thought he was guilty of ensuring Gonzalez’ continuity. 
It could be that, in view of the polls, the People’s 
Party's support for [CiU candidate] Roca’s accession to 
the office of mayor will be made at the cost of pinning 
Pujol down on an election day. Then the aggravation 
will disappear. 
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Denmark 
‘Confidential’ Memorandum on Planned Defense 
Cuts 


BR2605110495 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT 
in Danish 24 May 95 p6 


[Report by Ole Krohn: “Armed Forces To Cut 1,372 
Jobs") 

[FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Hans 
Haekkerup (Social Democrat) wants to reduce Armed 
Forces personnel by 1,372 men over the next three 
years. Half of the cuts will be made in the Army. 


Defense Minister Hans Hackkerup is ready to reduce 
Armed Forces personnel by 1,372 full-time positions 
over the course of the next three years. 

This is reported in a confidential Defense Minisiry 
memorandum which has been obtained by DET FRI 
AKTUELT. 


The memorandum will be discussed when the defense 
minister meets the Liberals and the Conservatives for a 


new round of defense negotiations today. 


The cuts are distributed as follows: Army (703); Navy 
(187); Air Force (469), and joint personne! (14). 


The memorandum states that the cuts will contribute 
Seaside telcuen te icads Ut dee eaenaeee 


mitments, including the dispatch of the International 
Brigade. 


In addition to the job cuts, defense will make additional 
savings totalling of 49 million kroner in 1996 and | ¥97. 
These savings will be achieved by reducing the number 
of conscripts enlisted as privates by 155 men and by 
reducing conscript forces in all three services by a total 
of 116 man-years in 1996 and 112 man-years in 1997. 


Saving on Exercises 


The government will also reduce the Armed Forces’ 
parade and exercise activities. Here Defense Minister 
Hans Haekkerup expects to be able to save 46.6 million 
kroner in 1996 and 23.3 million kroner in 1997. 


The memorandum shows that the Danish Armed Forces 
will shrink over the next few years. 


to the 1989 defense budget, the Armed 
Forces will cost 1.7 billion kroner less per year during 
the next three years, expressed in fixed 1996 prices. The 
Armed Forces will cost a total of 15.3 billion kroner a 
year during the 1996-98 period. 


in addition to staffing cuts, a major part of the sav- 
ings will be achieved through restructuring, including 
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the abolishment of one brigade and the merging of en- 
There will also be cuts in equipment purchases. 
and Conservatives are getting off to a slow start, and no 


one thinks there will be a resolution before the end of 
the summer. 


“We are at the analysis stage and there have been no 


actual negotiations of a political nature so far.” said 
former Defense Minister Knud Enggaard (Liberal). 


Sweden 


EU Opponents Want Withdruwal Clause Discussed 


BR2605110595 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 24 May 9S p Al4 


[Unattributed report: “Withdrawal From the Union 
Could Become Possible”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] EU opponents are on the road 
to success. Their demand for a clause which makes it 
possible to withdraw from the EU is establishing itself 
aS a party issue in Sweden. 

Many people are also convinced that the issue will be 


to TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA. 
Like many others she believes that the question will 


be pushed through. 
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the Moderate Coalition Party, has the demand for a 
withdrawal clause on its party program. 


“First we must have a clause for withdrawal, then we 
must have a referendum on whether Sweden should 
leave the EU,” he said. 

Bjorn von der Esch has discussed the issue with the 
British conservative defectors from the Tory Party, the 
so-called EU rebels. They are included in the Europe 
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of Nations party group in the European Parliament, the 
group von der Esch hopes to join after the EU election. 
The party group is pushing the demand for a withdrawal 
clause. But von der Esch is more pessimistic on the 
result of the Intergovernmental Conference. 


“The question will certainly be brought up. But | am 
wondering if it really will get 2 good hearing.“ 
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Mentese Tells Ukraine PKK Organizing There 


TA2605082495 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish i700 GMT 25 May 95 


After that, the delegations of the two countries held 
official talks. 

Officials Assess Information on PKK Activities 
NC2405200095 istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 

19 May 9S pi7 


[Report by Sezai Sengun: “PKK Militants Return to 
Northern Iraq”) 


9SESO2S8A Istanbul NOKTA in Turkish 
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governments and aspired to dictatorship after winning 
power from the dictatorship of the CHP [Republican 
People’s Party]. 

The two leaders of the DP, Celal Bayar and Adnan 
Menderes, already had their eyes on the political support 
of a large segment of society, which complained about 
not being able to meet their religious obligations under 
the one-party regime that lasted from 1923 through the 
1940s. The DP’s was targeted at this group. 
Although the DP leaders advocated freedoms in a gen- 
eral sense, they stroked the people's religious sentiments 
and spoke about opening mosques, Turkicized prayers, 
and plans to train religious cadres. Citizens meeting 
Menderes on his tours would say: "We do not want you 
to improve our economic condition. You cannot turn 
our sandals into shoes or the rough fabric of our pants 
into cloth. We want freedom in the moral arena from 
you.” 

When the DP became government, Tevfik Ileri was 
appointed minister of national education. Ileri was the 
uncle of Murat Karayalcin who was, until recently, 
the leader of the Social Democratic Populist Party. 
The DP had to take steps to keep its promise. That 
task was assigned to Tevfik Ileri, and seven "imam 
preacher schools” were opened in 1951-1952. The 
“lucky” provinces in which these schools were opened 
were: Ankara, Istanbul, Isparta, Kayseri, Adana, Konya, 
and Maras. The purpose for the establishment of the 
imam preacher schools was to train literate and scholarly 
clergymen for the country. Indeed, the authoritarian 
CHP government had completely abolished religious 
affairs and education, and the people's religious needs 
were left in the hands of “clergymen” from the old days 
who operated with knowledge learned by the ear. 


Demirel Expands Schools 


The imam preacher schools produced their first gradu- 
ates in 1958. A total of 158 imam preachers went into 
professional life taking up appointments in religious af- 
fairs. However, the rate of opening additional imam 
preacher schools slowed down in subsequent years. 
Thus, after opening seven imam preacher schools in the 
first years of its tenure the DP could open only four 
more such institutions in the next nine years until the 
27 May [1960] military coup. In contrast, during the 
tenure (1962-1963) of Ismet Inonu, the prime minister 
of the first “civilian” government after 27 May, seven 
more imam preacher schools were opened. During that 
time the minister of national education was Sevket Ratib 
Hatiboglu. 


The environment of freedom brought about by the 196! 
Constitution led to the growth of not only leftist move- 
ments but also religious groups, who opposed the leftists 


director of hydraulic affairs in the DP government as 
one of Menderes’s most trusted proteges, used the same 
propaganda methods as the DP. The citizens would be 
guaranteed the right to meet their religious obligations 
freely. To that end, it was promised, sometimes overtly 
and sometimes covertly, to open imam preacher schools 
in all provinces of Anatolia. 


The outcome of the 1965 general elections was a clear 
reflection of the [political] scene at the time. The AP, 
led by Demirel, was elected to office with 52 percent of 
the vote, and the Turkish Labor Party, the first socialist 
party in 14 years, was able to win 15 seats in the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly. The success and 
growing strength of the socialists in a short time drove 
the AP to seek an “alternative counterforce.” That meant 


supporting and abetting religious organization. 

‘We Are not Morticians’ 

Demirel kept his promise by opening 45 imam preacher 
schools during his tenure as prime minister, from 1965 
to the military coup of 12 March 1971. By that time 
the imam preacher schools had become controversial. 
Were these schools necessary? If they multiplied so fast 
would they not imperil secularism? The response of the 
government parties to these criticisms was: “Are citizens 
going to meet their religious obligations on their own? 
We will open imam preacher schools as long as there 
is a need.” At that time these schools had the status of 
vocational schools, and their graduates could only be 
employed as muezzins or imams within the hierarchy 
of the Department of Religious Affairs [DRA]. To be 
eligible to take university entrance examinations their 
graduates had to take remedial courses and graduate 
from classical schools. 


While the debate continued over whether imam preach- 
ers were necessary, AP governments issued new rules 
that made courses on religion, which until then were 
taught only in primary schools, part of the curricula of 
middle schools and high schools. These courses were 
initially introduced as electives, but were later required 
with the argument that “the majority prefers to take 
them.” 


Originally the establishment of the imam preacher 
schools had only one goal: "To train imam preachers 
for the country.” However, this goal took a new form 
during the tenure of the CHP-MSP [National Salvation 
Party} coalition government that was formed following 
the first general elections held after the 12 March coup. 
It was demanded that the imam preacher schools be 
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year. The CHP-MSP government was followed by the 
National Front governments made up of the AP, the 
MSP, and the MHP [Nationalist Action Party]. The 
prime minister was once again Suleyman Demirel, and 
the minister of national education was Ali Naili Erdem. 
Exactly 150 imam preacher schools were opened during 
the period from 1976 through 1978. During the tenure 
of Nahit Mentese, the current minister of the interior 
who took over as minister of national education from 
Erdem at that time, 33 more imam preacher schools 
were opened bringing the total of imam preacher schools 
opened during the two-year tenure of the Nationalist 
Front governments to 183. Moreover, the graduates of 
imam preacher schools were granted the right to enter 
universities without having to take remedial courses. 


This frenzy led to sharp debates between the gov- 
ernment and those segments of society that have de- 
clared themselves to be secular, but Demirel refused to 
back off. Indeed, Demirel has declared himself a record 
holder on this issue, having opened no less than 327 
imam preacher schools by the time he went to Cankaya 
as president. Interestingly, the number of imam preacher 
schools opened during the tenure of Turgut Ozal— 
who was accused of being “too indulgent” toward re- 
ligious orders—was “ridiculously” small compared to 
those opened under AP-led governments. In fact, only 
32 imam preacher schools, including branches, were 
opened under ANAP [Motherland Party] administra- 
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tions from 1984 through 1991, even with ministers of 
national education like “pro-umma™” Vehbi Dincerler and 
Hasan Celal Guzel and Avni Akyol, who were said to 
have close ties to religious circles. 


Have Goals Changed? 


Today, the total number of imam preacher schools has 
reached 470, and their students total 396,000. The to- 
tal number of graduates since 1958, when these schools 
began producing graduates, has reached 292,564. Tak- 
ing advantage of a loophole in the laws, now the imam 
preacher schools are opening branches. Though these 
schools operate as independent entities in practice, their 
educational programs assume they are branch institu- 
tions. The Ministry of National Education is obligated 
to supply teachers to these schools. According to infor- 
mation obtained from Ahmet Gul, the director general 
for religious education at the Ministry of National edu- 
cation, at present the DRA employs 50,885 persons. On 
the other hand, the imam preacher schools produced a 
total of 42,929 graduates last year alone. These figures 
show that the imam preacher schools have a serious sur- 
plus of graduates. Is it only the imam preacher schools 
that are producing a surplus of giaduates? The truth is 
that many of the graduates of classical schools are also 
without jobs. 

As a result, the graduates of all vocational schools, 
including the imam preacher schools, are forced to 
seek employment in occupations other than their fields 
of training. According to Ahmet Gul, 47 percent of 
imam preacher lycee graduates fall into this category. 
However, given that the imam preacher schools have 
produced more than 292,000 graduates since 1958 and 
that the DRA currently employs around 50,000 persons, 
only 18 percent of those graduates have been able to stay 
within their field of training. 


So what do the remaining imam preacher graduates 
do? Naturally some are self-employed, and some of the 
brightest graduates enter universities. It is this point that 
has raised the biggest uproar. 


Preferred Schools 


Initially established solely to train imam preachers 
to help the people meet their religious obligations, 
these institutions swayed from their original goal, and 
their graduates began to enter universities. The schools 
most preferred by imam preacher graduates are those 
that train public servants, particularly departments of 
public administration. Hikmet Cetinkaya, a writer 

CUMHURIYET, enumerates the higher educational 
institutions and universities most favored by imam 
preacher graduates and explains why: faculties of polit- 
ical sciences that train district heads and administrators; 
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[as published] to learn the religion of this nation.” 


Figures for recent years show that nearly 23 percent of 
imam preacher graduates have been able to enter uni- 
versities. This trend has caused growing panic among 
secularist groups. The number of imam preacher grad- 
uates has grown progressively in government agencies, 
in institutions of higher education and universities, and 


of the state, Hikmet Cetinkaya tries to echo how grave 
the situation is by the statement: “There will be no need 
for a coup in the future.” 


Secret of Success 


In addition to all these, highly qualified teachers serve 
in imam preacher schools, and the instruction given in 
these schools produce well-qualified students who can 
reason. In addition to the usual curriculum currently 
taught in the philology sections of classical schools, 
imam preacher schools teach professional courses in the 
Holy Koran, Arabic, Islamic jurisprudence, theology, 
interpretation of Islamic law, tradition of the words and 
deed of the Prophet, oratory, and history of religions. 
These courses constitute 40 percent of the total number 
of instruction hours over four years. Also offering 
courses in foreign languages, such as English and 
German, the imam preacher schools have gained a 
serious edge over comparable classical schools. 


In conclusion, regardless of motivations, there is a rush 
to establish imam preacher schools that have gone be- 
yond the original purpose of their establishment. The 
number of their graduates is a clear indication of this 
fact. Even Koksal Toptan, a former minister of national 
education who was accused of opening too many of 
these schools, says that “there are too many of them 
on the basis of their original purpose of establishment.” 
Meanwhile voices rising from secularist circles point 
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out that imam preacher graduates have increasingly as- 
sumed influential positions in the government. Abbas 
Guclu, the head of the educational service of MIL- 
LIYET, notes that the more than 50 imam preacher Ana- 
tolian schools that have been opened offer instruction 
in English and asks: “What will the imam who knows 
English do?" According to some, 60 to 70 percent of 
the Ministry of National Education is now controlled 
by clerics and imam preacher graduates. Approximately 
30 percent of the administration-related departments of 
the School of Political Science [of Ankara University] 
are imam preacher graduates. The proportion of imam 
preacher graduates is growing in police academies and 
teacher training schools. In other words, the view that 
“fundamentalism and the Shari'ah are marching toward 
power through the imam preacher schools” is gaining 
wider acceptance. 

Islamist circles, on the other hand, do not understand 
all this “panic.” They say: “Does Turkey not need well- 
educated individuals who know their religion?” They 
also oppose proposals to keep imam preacher schools 
within certain bounds. 

Meanwhile the senior-level administrators who created 
this mess, who could not enact the Unified Education 
Law despite their strained efforts for many years and 
who gave a bad taste to every step that was taken, are 
still in power—in fact at the highest levels of power. 
They will also be responsible for the mess that will 
probably come in the future, but it is hard to say whether 
they will see that chaos themselves. 


(Box, p 9] 
‘They Meet Need to Learn Religion’ 


Koksal Toptan, parliamentary deputy from the DYP 
[True Path Party] and a former minister of national 


education, answered NOKTA's questions: 


[NOKTA] Does Turkey need additional imam preacher 
schools today? 


[Toptan] In terms of physical numbers and on the basis 
of their original purpose of establishment, the present 
level is sufficient, if not excessive. However, families do 
not send their children to these schools so that they can 
become imams or preachers or learn a vocation. Their 
primary motivation is that they want their children to 
learn their religion. The second reason is that a major 
portion of these children come from rural areas. These 
schools are very convenient in terms of their lodging 
arrangements. In other words their dormitory facilities 
are a very important factor. Thus these schools are 
favored by families because of these factors and the 
discipline that comes from religious education. 
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[NOKTA] It is said that the most basic reason for the 
desire to open so many of these is the goal of 


expanding a certain ideology. 

[Toptan] I do not see it that way. There have been 
proposals that Alawism be taught in classical schools. 
Similarly, I think that the argument should be to stop 
making courses on religion mandatory and to have 
only those who want them to take such courses. That 
way, families can have an incentive to send their 


sent there solely because families want their children to 
learn their religion. 

(Box, p 10] 

‘Too Much Water May Drown You’ 

Bedrettin Dalan, former city mayor of Istanbul: 


“The imam preacher schools were originally established 
to fill a vacuum, that is tc train educated imam and 
preachers. But today’s politicians exploited the imam 
preacher school issue so badly that children began to 
be trained in imam preacher schools in numbers that 
are 100 or even 1,000 times what we need today. 
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This is a waste. Turkey needs not just imams and 
preachers but trained young people in other areas as 
well. This is a very good indication of how backward 
Turkey is. The graduates of these schools began to enter 
universities, mainly public administration 

after 1980. Nearly 65 percent of the students of civil 
service schools are imam preacher graduates. If the 
current credit-based system is not changed, the majority 
of students who win places in universities will soon be 
imam preacher graduates. This is a natural outcome. 
Because of a decision made during the tenure of Avni 
Akyol [as minister of national education], the graduates 
of imam preacher schools were granted 200 units of 
academic credit compared to 132 units for schools 
teaching normal curricula. Some professors in some 
universities have said that ‘graduates of state schools are 
not good, but the graduates of imam preacher schools 
are more hard-working.” No one should think I am 
against imam preacher schools. If there were no imam 
preacher schools in Turkey today, my first task would 
be to work to open them. On the other hand you may 
drown if you drink too much water.” 


(Box, p 11] 
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Lycee Type Number of Schools Number of Students Number of Graduates 
General schools (private and 1,887 894,047 196,719 

state } 

Technical schools 1,654 292,300 93,903 

Imam preacher schools 470 396,300 42,926 
Middle School Type Number of Schools Number of Students Number of Graduates 
General (private and state) 6,177 2,116,625 $25,039 
Technical middie schools 44) 59,140 15,637 

Imam preacher middle schools 406, 229,570 46,226 
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[Box, p 11] 
‘They Favor Political Science’ 


Hasan Celal Guzel, leader of the Rebirth Party and a for- 
mer minister of national education, spoke to NOKTA: 


“There are two different views regarding these schools. 
The first view is that these schools are nests of funda- 
mentalism. The second view is that there are no schools 
other than the imam preacher schools. Turkey is locked 
between these two views. As long as these schools and 
their graduates exist, we do not need to argue. There are 
three motivations for people to attend imam preacher 
schools. The first is the motivation to acquire a voca- 
tion, that is to become an imam preacher. This group is 
obvious. The second is that the schools provide good 
religious education, ethics, and discipline. Third, the 
poorer classes find relief in these schools because of 
the associations that provide aid. A fourth factor is that 
the graduates of these schools have the opportunity to 
enter universities like the graduates of classical schools. 
Because of positive training and good quality education 
in these schools, the proportion of their graduates en- 
tering universities is growing. It is alleged that mostly 
they try to enter the administration departments of the 
School of Political Science in Ankara.” 


[Box, p 12) 
‘Blocking the Nation’s Wishes’ 


Fatih Sarac, deputy president of the Society for Dissem- 
ination of Knowledge: 


[NOKTA] It is said that the number of imam preacher 
schools exceeds our needs. What do you think? 


{Sarac] It is clear that the number of imam preacher 
graduates is far below what is required to meet Turke,'s 
needs. The number of students in imam preacher schools 
as a proportion of the student population of all schools in 
the country dropped from 8.4 percent in the academic 
year 1983/84 to 7.1 percent in the 1990s. Those who 
claim that today graduates of imam preacher schools 
end up in vocations other than their field of training 
ignore that only 10 percent of the graduates of voca- 
tional schools for girls, 23 percent of the graduates of 
commercial schools, and 29 percent of the graduates 
of industrial vocational schools remain in their field of 
training. 

[NOKTA] It is claimed that imam preacher graduates 
generally prefer higher educational institutions that train 
personnel for the government. 

[Sarac] Of the 88,251 students graduating from imam 
preacher schools, 20,990 have gone to work at various 
universities. This constitutes 23.8 percent of the imam 
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preacher graduates. The number of imam preacher grad- 
uates as a proportion of the total number students ad- 


mitted to universities is 6.7 percent. The total number 
of places available in the two religious higher educa- 
tional institutions is 2,768. Approximately 700 of these 
places are taken by graduates of schools other than 
imam preacher schools, meaning that only around 2,000 
places are available for the graduates of imam preacher 
schools. These children learn physics, chemistry, and 
mathematics, as well as other subjects taught in state 
schools, plus various subjects related to their vocation. 
If these children can successfully pass these subjects and 
are also successful in the university entrance examina- 
tions they take together with everyone else, what is their 
crime? What is the idea behind the proposition that they 
can only enter divinity schools and the attempt to block 
the aspirations of 88,000 students to attend institutions 
of higher education? The nation built these schools. The 
nation sends its children to these schools. Opposing the 
nation’s wishes is called dictatorship. Students graduat- 
ing from imam preacher schools choose institutions of 
higher education on the basis of their knowledge, skills, 
and abilities. Any claims beyond this cannot be consid- 
ered to be more than unfounded allegations. 


[NOKTA] It is said that there are ideological motiva- 
tions behind the choices of these schools. 


[Sarac] These schools were founded on the nation’s will 
and wishes. The opponents of imam preacher schools 
must know what they are opposing and why. The 
curricula of these schools include physics, chemistry, 
mathematics, history, and geography. Are they opposed 
to these ~ubjects? If they are telling those who study 
the Koran in addition to these subjects that they cannot 
study the Koran or that they can become only imams if 
they study the Koran, then this is neither democracy 
nor respect for human rights. This is the ideology 
of savages. The imam preacher schools are built on 
patriotism, faith, and integrity. 


(Box, p 13) 
‘Religion Must Not Mix With Politics’ 


Emre Kocoglu, deputy provincial leader of the Demo- 
cratic Left Party in Istanbul: 


“Basic education must be mandatory and free of charge. 
In other words, there must be a single educational 
system. The imam preacher schools must operate as 
vocational schools. After offering basic education for 
eight years they must operate as vocational schools. If 
the education a person receives in the lycee section is 
adequate he can cross into other fields of knowledge. 

He can be a lawyer or the governor. But if the goal 
is to politicize religion, the consequences may be very 
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ominous. In view of that, religious education must be 
put on a certain track. Some individuals may have 
motives to put their people in certain positions, but that 
does not mean that the entire system must be criticized. 
Also it is the state’s responsibility to train teachers in the 
best possible manner. It is the state’s responsibility to 
ensure that persons in that position serve with distinction 
and teach with modern methods.” 


(Box, p 13] 


‘Like an Iceberg’ 


Abbas Guclu, the head of the education service of 
MILLIYET, expressed his views on imam preacher 
schools: 


"In Turkey imam preacher schools are generally built 
by the people and donated to the state. The donors 
require that the school be opened as an imam preacher 
lycee. However, because the number of these schools far 
exceeds Turkey’s needs, the government has imposed 
a limit on them. That is why new ones are not 
opened now. In any event, imam preacher schools 
have moved away from the original purpose of their 
establishment. Although they were established with the 
purpose of training imam preachers, today they have 
become schools that produce students for society. They 
are being used outside their purpose of establishment. 
Their students are now trained better and sent to various 
institutions of higher education. The goal is to put them 
in Certain positions in society as district heads, engineers 
and doctors. This has resulted in a conflict of purposes. 


“Already very few resources are allocated for education 
in Turkey. Even so we keep using these scarce resources 
wastefully. If people will not become imams they 
should enter classical schools. In any event, classical 
schools cost nearly half of what imam preacher schools 
cost. Now we have imam schools that offer 
instruction in English. What will the imam who knows 
English do? We cannot teach English to our engineers 
and doctors but teach it to our imams. The followers 
of [fundamentalist leader] Fethullah [Gulen) pick the 
brightest students and educate them in the best possible 
manner. Then they send them to various institutions 
of higher education. What is the state’s objective 
in education? To train good citizens and individuals 
compatible with our times. What can be the objective 
of opening a series of schools by the opposing side? 
If the government is opening schools that serve exactly 
the opposite of its goals, then it must be asked what its 
objective is. And they must give a candid answer. The 
truth is that we are seeing only the tip of the iceberg on 
the issue of imam preacher schools.” 
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(Box, p 14] 
‘Shortage of Personnel’ 


Ahmet Gul, director general of religious education at 
the Ministry of National Education, spoke to NOKTA: 


"From a global perspective, the proportion of the grad- 
uates of vocational schools who assume responsibili- 
ties related to their fields of training is very interesting. 
These ratios for the graduates of various schools are: 29 
percent for industrial vocational schools, 24.4 percent 
for technical schools, 10.3 percent for girls’ vocational 
schools, 23 percent for commercial schools, 47 percent 
for imam preacher schools, and 30.15 percent for divin- 
ity schools. 


"The graduates of imam preacher schools have to go 
to the DRA for employment. The personnel demands 
of that agency until 2000 are: 82,542 muezzins, 8,810 
Koranic course instructors, a total of 163,137 staff 
members. Last year the imam preacher schools produced 
around 40,000 graduates. The needs of the DRA are 


which their donation must be used. There 
restrictions on the ministry's use of property acquired 
through donations.” 


(Box, p 14) 
‘We Will Demand a Reckoning’ 
Riza Ulucak, deputy leader of the RP: 


“Our citizens want their children to learn moral sciences 
and religion as well as they learn the hard sciences. It 
was for this reason the imam preacher schools were 
founded and built with great sacrifices, but for some 
reason the government refuses to issue permits to open 
them. Probably they get their orders from somewhere 
to do that. Should someone be forced to go to certain 
schools to learn about his religion? Last year, the top 
student in the university entrance examinations was a 
graduate of an imam preacher lycee. The name of these 
schools is imam preacher schools. The education offered 
is superior to what is offered by the other schools despite 
various attems ‘ts to hamper them. The students choose 
to go to those schools to learn about religion. Would 
that lead to a conflict of purposes? One must ask: Can 
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there not be an engineer who also knows about his re- [Box, p 15) 

ligion? Perhaps the schools have been mislabeled. Per- , 

haps they should be renamed ‘religious schools.’ The “Ne Need for a Coup 

students learn about their religion for some time, and CUMHURIYET] journalist Hikmet 

then move on to specialities in which they demonstrate , . 7 amends 
talent. This is the goal at the start of middle educa- | “A country’s prime minister looks for help from the 
tion. They tried to reduce the number of science sub- _leaders of religious orders. She links her political fu- 
jects to a minimum to prevent the graduates of imam ture to their influence. In that country’s military schools, 
preacher schools from taking the university entrance ex- armed forces, police schools, colleges, and academies, 
aminations together with the general population. They an’ah media become influential. The scenes ob- 
abbreviated the curricula of these schools. Even so, our Served in the Turkey of 1995 are truly anachronistic and 
children were successful, partly thanks to the help of | sad. The original purpose of the imam preacher schools 


Even those 


want."” 


reason they have not been allowed to open. Why are 
they not permitted? This is a decision of principle 
taken by the current ministry of national education. 
Students graduating from imam preacher schools cannot 
find employment in the DRA because all positions 


in the DRA are already filled. Consequently they 
move to other fields. Children embarking on middie 


education are coached by their parents. After graduating 
from schools, the children go wherever they Can get 
employment. Is it not the choice of this nation to open 
imam preacher schools? Then they must be opened. If 
this is the preference of the citizens who pay for the 

of the state, then they must be opened. This is 
the desire of the Turkish citizens, not Germans or the 
British.” 
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longer discussed. Have you ever thought why? Because 
religious orders and circles have begun to establish pri- 
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